
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



353 

Mr. T. Oldham read a paper " on the Tiles found in the 
ancient Churches in Ireland." 

Mr. Oldham commenced by drawing attention to speci- 
mens of old tiles, from various places, which were on the table; 
and having alluded to the fact, that there has hitherto been 
no published representation of these tiles from any place in 
Ireland, proceeded to show that there were three distinct 
varieties: — 1st. Impressed or indented, in which the pattern 
is formed by being sunk below the general surface of the 
tile. 2nd. Encaustic, in which the pattern is produced by a 
differently coloured substance inlaid ; and 3rd. Tiles in re- 
lief, or embossed, in which the pattern is raised above the 
general surface or ground. 



From the great simplicity of the patterns in the indented 
tiles, from their interlacing character (Fig. 1), and from the 
fact, that several of these patterns occur also in the more 
carefully formed encaustic tiles, it was shown that the im- 
pressed variety was the earliest in date ; and, from a conside- 
ration of the history of the establishments where they occur, 
probably belonged to the twelfth century ; that the encaustic 
variety was a subsequent improvement on this more simple 
form, and that the embossed tiles belonged to an era when 
the knowledge of the arts had very much declined. This 
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was proved by several from Bective Abbey, the date of which 
was fixed by the occurrence of the tudor, or double rose, and 
by an heraldic tile from the same place, representing the 
arms of the Fitzgeralds, having the motto, " Crom abo — Si 
Dien plet," and the initials G. E. It was shown, from the 
history of this family, that the tile could only be referred to 
a date subsequent to 1496 (in which year the Earls of Kil- 
dare, previously attainted, were restored to their honours, 
and again allowed to use their motto), and to either Gerald 
the eighth or Gerald the ninth Earl, both of whom had 
wives whose Christian name was Elizabeth, corresponding 
to the initials G. E. — Gerald and Elizabeth. 



The identity of several of the patterns from different 
places in Ireland, and the strong resemblance of many to 
those found in England and Normandy were then alluded to, 
and several peculiarities in the Irish pattern, which tended 
to prove that they were manufactured on the spot, were 
pointed out. 

Speaking of the comparative cost of these tiles now and 
formerly, Mr. Oldham showed from the account of the re- 
pairs at Hampton Court in 1536, and allowing for the diffe- 
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rence in the value of money, that the price at present 
charged was somewhat less than in the sixteenth century; 



and concluded by soliciting the assistance of the members in 
bringing together as complete a series as possible of the pat- 
terns still remaining in many of the ruined churches of 
Ireland. 



The President read a Supplementary Notice of his Exa- 
mination of Signor Badano's Memoir on the Resolution of 
Equations of the Fifth Degree, and described the successful 
application to cubic and biquadratic equations of the method 
proposed by Badano, but which had been shown to be un- 
successful with equations of higher degrees than the fourth. 



Rev. Dr. Marks, on the part of the Bishop of Cashel, 
presented the seal used by the latter as Dean of St. Patrick's. 



